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Inside this issue: 

 

“My View of the Pews” 

 The Women’s Bible Study group had an interesting article we discussed this 
past month.  I thought I would share a portion of it as it’s kind of humorous, but also 
quite true.  I hope it doesn’t offend anyone, just food for thought as we try to live in a 
world of change and also one of many distractions from many levels. 
 
 A job for “Anybody” 
  The following cautionary tale teaches us in yet another way that  
 we are to communicate, listen to each other and seek ways to engage  
 one another. 
  There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure 
 Somebody would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.   
 Somebody got angry, because it was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought  
 Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized Everybody wouldn’t do it.  So  
 Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.  
  We are all Anybodies who are the peace-makers.   
  So what’s a body to do? 
 
 Final thought, we were created in love by God and for community with one 
another.  Although we endeavor to love our neighbors as ourselves, we love imper-
fectly.  When we seek God together as a community of faith, we can depend on Jesus’ 
presence to accompany us.  When reconciliation seems long coming, remember, 
Christ is faithful. 
 
  See you in church! 
        Pastor Bruce       
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Church Council Notes - July 5, 2016 
Fund Balances:  General Fund: $  9,965.26  Cornerstone Fund: $28,025.18 
    Building Fund: $  6,296.08     Petty Cash Fund: $  1,268.71 
   Building Fund Savings: $24,132.52         GLOW: $  1,378.84 
Board of Trustees Report: 

 Bills for the month of June were reviewed. Bills totaled $28,303.27. 

 Shingles/Roofing:  Endowment will match what we fund raise for the roofing. Down payment was sent to them to secure 
them. They should start mid-July. 

 Insurance:  Accepted by new Insurance Company 

 Double Front Doors of Church:  The company has agreed to replace the new doors. Doors have been shipped, last reported. 

 Looking to have someone hired to clean gutters to prevent ice damming. 
Board of Deacons Report: 

 New Members:  Brenda Swoboda will be welcomed into the congregation July 17th.  

 Walk Around Offering:  July is for Esther’s Kitchen in Marshall; August will be for the Back Pack Program. 

 Thank you to all who helped with supper and breakfast for the All State Choir!! 

 All of the Special Music is greatly appreciated!! 
Board of Education Report 

 GLOW:  Begin again September 14, 2016. Need teachers and meal volunteers. Contact Erin Roberts or Barb Knutson. 

 VBS:  Had 30 kids in attendance. Counts down. Change dates and time next year to evening and later in the summer. Thank 
you Cherri Schmig for your hard work as VBS Coordinator!!!! 

 Confirmation:  Program to start September 14th same as GLOW. Would like Prairie Winds to continue teaching confirmation. 
Date is October 30, 2016. 

Other Business 

 MN All State Lutheran Choir needs help to continue. If you know of anyone to direct the choir contact Scott Josephson. 
 

   Respectfully Submitted, Chris Hansen, Secretary 

Men’s Bible Study 

Randy Prellwitz 
Jack Jerzak 
Scott Josephson 
Greg Gottskalkson 
 

August 7 
August 14 
August 21 
August 28 

 

Ralph Hagen 
Ron Thostenson 
Keven Larson 
Dave Dovre 
 

Bible Studies for Men and Women 

Date 
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8:00 am at Rusty’s Café in Taunton 

Altar Guild (July 27—August 23 
Barb Okrina 
Sandy Tolk 

872-5131 
872-6730 

Workgroup Chairpersons 
Kevin & Jamie Anderson 872-6583 

 

2016 Church Attendance 

July 3 
July 10 
July 17 
July 24 
July 31 

Sound Operators Video Operators Acolytes 
Sydney Larson & Grace Jeremiason 
Myles Williams & ? 
Teddy Pesch & ? 
Teddy Pesch & ? 

50 
74 
81 
75 
70* Est. 

Total 350—Average attendance in July, based on 5 services:  70 

August Money Counters—Barry Gronke & JD Pesch 

Saturday, August 13 
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Cemetery Committee Report 
 
 The Cemetery Committee, with the help of Helen Rokeh and others, has assembled and installed a 
directory of the current graves in the Hope Cemetery.  This directory is in a metal box on a stand located in 
the open part of the shelter building.  It is open for use by anyone looking for a grave location or any other 
information they may need.  There is a complete numbered diagram of the cemetery graves and a notebook 
directory list the names, in alphabetical order, as well as the number of the grave plot, of all those buried 
there.  The Committee hopes this directory will be helpful and they would also like to thank all those who 
helped with this project. 
 
Vacation Bible School Update 
 Vacation Bible School was held in June with Cheri Schmig organizing this event for the youth of Hope, 
St. Edward’s and St. Paul’s.  
 The Council was saddened to learn that this was her last year to work with the youth, as she is retir-
ing from the position.  She is thanked for her countless hours of work, organizing, phone calls, decorating, 
and lining up teachers and assistants. 
 About thirty kids took park this year, with the main reason for smaller numbers being the start of the 
community Summer Recreation Program.  That was an unfortunate occurrence. 
 The Board of Education will be talking with local church representatives about scheduling for next 
year.  This could be later in the summer, or even early evening classes which could involve more kids and 
better parent involvement.   
 But again, we all thank Cheri Schmig for her fine leadership.     
         Gayle VanVooren, Deacon  

Summer Music Appreciated 
 Summer is quickly slipping by and vacations will soon be over with the start of school. 
 All of our families who have responded to summer music responsibilities are thanked for their con-
tributions.  We have enjoyed many vocalists and instrumentalists during our worship services.  We appreci-
ate all of you for sharing such beautiful music. 
 Jubilation will being practice on Wednesday, September 14th, at 7:15 pm in the choir loft.  We en-
courage our confirmed youth to join the choir this season for your are really needed.  It is the mixture of 
your and experience that makes our choir so special. 
 Circle the date now—and make Jubilation a priority. 
 Music is a language that speaks to everyone.  Let us continue to sing praise to our Lord!   
 
August 7—Keven Larson Family     Gayle VanVooren, Director 

August 14—Kevin Anderson Family 
August 21—Caryn Hetland Family 

Ladies Bible Study 

 Interim Pastor Bruce Drackley has led two lively Bible studies this summer, with the final one sched-
uled for Wednesday, August 17th, at 10:00 am.  He has followed our studies in the Gather magazine and 
we really appreciate his leadership. 

 The HLCW will hold its first meeting of the Fall on Thursday, September 15th, at 2:00 pm in the 
Lounge area.  We will use this meeting to elect officers and plan our yearly programs.  This will give us all 
more time to share ideas and make long range plans for the year.  Please plan to be there as we talk of 
yearly dinner/fundraiser, Christmas plans, and Ascension Brunch. 

 From then on, meetings will be held on the third Sunday each month after church services. 
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Hosting a Choir 

 Hope Lutheran hosted the MN All State Lutheran Choir twice this year, serving them supper before 
their concert on June 27th and breakfast the following morning before they left for Spicer. 
 Scott & Roberta Josephson and their crew did a fantastic job with the picnic supper of grilled ham-
burgers and hotdogs, mac & cheese, lettuce salad, beans, chips, apples, and oranges.  The youth also enjoyed 
bars and cookies following their performance. 
 Gayle VanVooren, Sandy Tolk and their crew took over on Tuesday morning, serving juice, ham or 
sausage egg bakes, muffins, and more fruit.  The youth were very pleased—as witnessed by their song of 
thanks.   
 While this service was appreciated, it was the actual concert that was so stirring.  Dr. Tom Rossin 
led them through very difficult music and they responded with accuracy and true emotion.  It was a witness 
of what they had learned about themselves and their peers on the love of Jesus and what He has done for all 
of us. 
 Their rendition of “He Lived the Good Life” was a fun mixture of song and dance, storytelling, and 
the most moving times in Jesus’ life. 
 We congratulate Rachel Knutson on being a member of their 2016 Choir.  She becomes one of 
many who have experienced this rare treat here at Hope Lutheran. 
 This is a time of change for the choir as Dr. Rossin has announced his resignation from the leader-
ship role.  We sincerely hope that a replacement is found so this amazing experience can continue for the 
youth in our congregations. 
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